
Meet the Class of 2024
On the Road of Restoration

Our 2024 Graduates, Tati Jones and Ethan Smith, have a lot in common. Both spent more than 
half their life growing up as kids at Show-Me. Both enjoy reading, drawing, and serving as their 
school’s team captain in multiple sports. Both work around 20 hours a week at a part-time job, 
and are set to start college in the Fall. Each feels called to develop a professional skill set that 
they can not only turn into a career but which they will use to serve in the mission field. It is a 
calling that they feel God led them to and confirmed by the people and events they experienced 
through their time at Show-Me. “I would not be who I am today if it wasn’t for all the people in 
my life at Show-Me, who have helped me to strive to be the best I can,” stated Ethan. 

Life on the Move
Tati doesn’t remember having much of a childhood. She was too busy being a protector for 
her five brothers and sisters. Growing up, the six constantly moved from home to home, living 
with people they hardly knew, and rarely staying in one place very long. The instability left her 
feeling unsafe and unwanted.

In 2010, a church helped move four-year-old Tati and her siblings to Show-Me. Things didn’t 
magically change overnight; each child struggled in different ways as they adjusted to their 
new life. Being the older middle sister, Tati constantly flipped between roles to try and be the 
thing each sibling needed. Sometimes it was a shoulder to cry on. Other times it 
was the tough-love voice saying grow up. As her new houseparents’ attention 
focused on dealing with the kids who were having problems, Tati faded to the 
background and began to feel invisible.

The Perfect Burden
On the outside, Tati tried to appear as the perfect girl: 
happy, outgoing, and talkative. “You feel an over-
bearing pressure (as a Show-Me kid) to always be 
perfect,” Tati recounts. “In your mind, the devil 
whispers that you can’t show pain or struggles 
because if you aren’t perfect, then no one will 
want you.” Her young mind believed that 
this must be the reason she had to move so 
much. The only way to stop it was to not show 
weakness, and give anyone a reason to reject 
her. Any pain or hurt she felt had to be kept 
hidden.

Compelled by Christ to Rescue & Restore Young Lives

Prayer Requests
We Praise God for...

... Anaiah, Makenzie, Logan, Lucas, 
and Kassie joining the Show-Me 

family

... the safe arrival of Elenor Chaney, 
newborn daughter of houseparents, 

Thomas and Aubrey Chaney

... Austin, Grayson and Chayvin 
choosing Jesus and following through 

with baptism

Please Pray for...
... team members for the Family 

Care Ministry

... Missouri House Bill #2307 to 
raise the standards for residential 

ministries and ease the  
Foster Care crisis

... 2024 Graduates,Tati and Ethan, 
and their successful launch into 

adulthood

 Join our Prayer Partner List to 
receive bi-monthly and urgent 
prayer requests. Call 660-347-

5982 or sign up online at  

www.ShowMeHelpingKids.com
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God became the One she went to when she could not find the 
answers. Singing praise and worship or playing a song on the piano 
allowed her to feel that connection with God and peace that passed 
understanding. She joined the praise and worship team to help lead 
other students. As her relationship grew, she felt a closeness to ask 
Him the questions she still did not understand.

God, what do you want me to do with my life?
Since she was little, Tati wanted to be a nurse. She likes helping 
people and has a passion for helping fix broken things, whether it 
was people or situations. In 2016, her passion was steered towards 
the medical field after reading the biography of Ida Scudder, a 
medical missionary to India. She was inspired by how Ida used 
her professional skills of nursing to save women and unwanted 
children who had been outcast by their community. Like Tati, Ida 
originally wanted to be “nothing like her parents.” Yet, Ida was 
willing to pray, “God, if You want me to, I will.” Ida created one 
of the first female medical schools and brought life-saving care 
to women in India, who, because of religious beliefs, could not 
be treated by male doctors. Tati saw how her faithfulness left an 
impact and legacy of hope that still touches millions. 

“God, how do you want me to make an impact?” Tati prayed. 
God’s confirmation would come in a way Tati least expected.

In 2023, her younger sister, Taija, was severely injured in a car 
accident and flown to a hospital in Columbia, MO. The 

accident had done a lot of damage to her head and body. 

No Longer Invisible
She found solace in art and sports. Her art allowed her to express 
herself when she could not put it into words. She no longer had to 
keep the feelings isolated inside her. 

Sports were her safe place. The place she felt the most in control 
and wanted. She excelled at almost anything she tried. In sixth 
grade, she played on the varsity teams. By middle school, she 
was being selected for the All-State First-team in multiple sports. 
“When I was on the court, hearing people cheer, I no longer felt 
invisible,” stated Tati. “My team and everyone in the stands 
wanted me, and I knew I was making an impact.”

Cries are Answered
For a time, keeping a mask up and going through the motions 
worked. Focusing on sports and school, she hardly had time to 
think about how she really felt or all the things about her life that 

she did not understand. Then, one 
night as she lay alone on her bed 
looking at her mom’s mugshot, the 
only picture she had of her, Tati 
broke down. She cried out to God, 
“I don’t understand my situation. I 
don’t understand why I am here. All 
I know is I am just hurting.” In that 
moment, she felt God’s presence 
and a peace come over her like 
she had never felt before.

Name: Tatiayana "Tati" Jones

At Show-Me: 14 years

Favorite Bible Verse:  
Philippians 4:13

Favorite Thing to Do:  
Sleep and reading

Favorite Snack:  
BBQ Pringles

The Next Chapter: Attend 
College of the Ozarks and 
get her bachelor's degree in 
nursing  

If you could go 
anywhere, at any time, 
where would you go?: 
Go back and tell my 
younger self that everything 
is going to be ok

Her Advice: “Don't let the entire staircase 
overwhelm you. Focus on the first step.” 

"I don’t understand 
my situation.  

I don’t understand 
why I am here. All 
I know is I am just 

hurting."
– Tati Jones



Name: Ethan Smith

At Show-Me: 10.5 years

Favorite Bible Verse: Hosea 6:3

Favorite Thing to Do:  
Read, draw, and forge knives

Favorite Snack: Cheez-Its

The Next Chapter: Attend the 
University of Central Missouri to train 
to become a professional pilot

If you could go anywhere, at any 
time, where would you go?: The 
Shire in the Lord of the Rings books

His Advice: “Procrastination is the 
pride to think you deserve a second 
chance to do what you already had 
time to do."

and erector sets. At the 
age of 13, he realized 
that rather than build 
a plane, he wanted to 
fly it.

A family friend and supporter of Show-Me heard about Ethan’s 
interest and offered to take him up for a plane ride. He was a 
private pilot, who volunteered with Angel Flight. The mission 
provided free medical transportation to people in need. They 
delivered blood or organs needed for transplants; they helped get 
patients from one hospital to another. To get the medical care they 
need, a person might travel thousands of miles with different pilots 
handling different parts of the journey.

“After I saw how grateful people were when he flew them where 
they needed to go, I knew this was something I wanted to be a part 
of,” recounted Ethan. 

Ethan plans to get a degree in aviation from The University of 
Central Missouri. He then wants to work as a commercial pilot to 
pay off his student loans and build a career.  His end goal is to one 
day become a missionary pilot. “I’ll go wherever God wants me,” 
stated Ethan. 

The Road of Restoration
While both graduates are grateful for all the people who 

have helped them along their journey, they know that 
their foundation must be built on something stronger. 
“(As kids at Show-Me) we have this joke, that when 
you cross that stage and receive your diploma that 
you are going to hear ‘oh, you are now restored, 
now complete,’” stated Tati. “But it is always 
going to be an ongoing work. People cannot restore 

people, only God can. Putting your faith in anything 
else will eventually fail. There is only one place you 

can put your trust and not have it broken.”

When Tati first arrived at the hospital, Taija began to freak out. 
At that moment, Tati realized that she was able to control her own 
feelings, stay calm, and focus on what Taija needed. Like when she 
was a child, Tati remained positive and told her that things were 
going to be ok. Tati realized that in these dark and unsure moments 
when a patient feels out of control, they will reflect the emotions of 
the nurse. If Tati believed Taija would be ok, then she would, too.

It was confirmation to Tati that she was supposed to go into 
nursing. All her life, she had been developing the skills and 
empathy that she would need to help others in their greatest time 
of need. This Fall, Tati will head to College of the Ozarks to start 
her degree in nursing. One day, she hopes to use that nursing 
knowledge to do missionary work in Africa.  

Fly Like an Angel
Ethan moved to Show-Me at the age of seven, when his parents, 
Nathan and Belinda Smith, returned to start the new Leadership U 
program and serve as relief houseparents. As the middle child of 
the Smith family, and as a sibling to dozens more Show-Me kids, 
Ethan has an easygoing calm about him. He doesn’t say much, but 
you can tell he is always observing, and always thinking. As a kid, 
Ethan wanted to be a construction worker. He spent hours building 
elaborate worlds, planes, and other creations with his Lego 

  
“People cannot 

restore people, only 
God can. Putting your 
faith in anything else 
will eventually fail.”  

 -Tati Jones



Need more 
ideas?

Take a peek at our  
“Show Me Christian 

Youth Home”  
wish list at Amazon.com

Show-Me Needs List 
Help stock our shelves and fill our homes. Below is a list of items needed. 

• Ice maker
• Bike rack
• Side-by-side UTV

Judd Home
• Shower gel (Guys and gals)
• 2 box fans
• Potting soil 
• Impatiens (flowers)

Family Care
• Bath towel sets
• Small kitchen appliances 

(Toasters, mixers, blenders, 
crockpots, etc)

• Silverware (Set for 4+)
• Basic set of pots & pans
• Kitchen utensil sets

Kitchen
• 9-quart stainless steel 

dutch oven

Medical
• Rolled gauze
• Knuckle & fingertip 

bandaids
• Burn cream
• Cough syrup

Main Campus 
La Monte
• Ramen noodles
• Velveeta
• Bottled water
• Paper plates
• Ziploc freezer bags  

(any size)
• Fabuloso cleaner
• Pool toys
• Tea towels 
• Shoe scraper
• Label maker
• Under-bed plastic 

storage containers
• Deck box (for pool 

storage)

Drysdale Campus
• Unsweetened 

applesauce
• Canned & fresh fruit
• Potato chips
• Toilet paper
• Dawn dish soap
• Diapers (Size 5)
• Trash bags
• Heavy-duty weed  

eater line
• Toys (For a toddler boy)

Show-Me School
• Metal compasses for 

Geometry

Leadership U
• Heated dog bowls
• Alfalfa (sm. sq. bales) 
• Bermuda Hay (sm. sq. bales) 
• Brome Hay  

(Large round or sm. sq. bales)
• Heller Red Tang Rasps
• Safe-Guard cattle 

dewormer (290g tube)

4-H & Art
• Potting soil
• Adult scissors
• Acrylic paint pens  

(fine tip and regular)
• 12 Prang watercolor sets

Path to Purpose
• Wireless Mouse (3)
• Grocery & gas gift cards
• Reliable "starter vehicles"  

for our graduates

P.E. & Sports
• Rolled exercise mats 
• 2 Kickballs (18”)
• Wooden scooters (16“)

Eleanor LynnEleanor Lynn



For the latest volunteer opportunities, contact Chris Smith at 660-347-5982 or chris.smith@showmekids.org.

April 8, 2024

Kathy Wooden • Roy & Barbara Major • Nora Windmeyer • Larry & Cheryl Kintz •  
Kathy Stone • Janis Shisler • Jeany McGowen • Judy Wolter • Robin Sadler • 

Virginia McAllister • Kristie McAllister • Donna Ward • Teresa Miller •  
Rita Berry • Cliff Combs • Lynn Carpenter • Terry & Linda VanNatta •  

Jim & Kay Butler • Dale Chaney • Alan Morse • Richard & Sharon Moyer

Volunteers (January - March 2024) 
* First Christian Church of Versailles - Versailles, MO
* UCM Christian Campus House - Warrensburg, MO

Solar 
Eclipse

Eleanor LynnEleanor Lynn
the newest member  

of the Chaney  
family!

Welcome



In loving Memory & In Honor
CARL COBB
   Dolly Cobb

MARILYN COCKRUM
   Milton & Judy Swainston

RAY & MARY RUTH COMBS
   Bruce & Stacey Morton
   Norman & Shirley Morton

SHARON COURTER
   Joseph & Shirley Sahlfeld

FRED & ALVINA CRAWFORD
   Dana & Lenette Crawford

CULLER FAMILY
   Tommy Hunter

TERENCE CULLER
   Jacob & Judi Crawford

MARVIN JAMES DANIELS
   Charlotte Daniels

CLAYTON & BETTY 
DAVIDSON
   Stan & Chris Davidson

NICK DECKER
   John & Sherry Swearngin

CHANCE DEFRONZO
   David & Deloris Wurdeman

MATT DILLON
   Dolly Cobb
   Carlene Ficken
   Norma Johnson
   Louie & Lori Sholly

RONNIE DILLON
   Roy & Mary Arnett
   La Monte Christian Church

DEAN DOHRMAN
   Jim & Lucille Thompson

WILLARD & EVELYN DOUTY
   Wilma Douty

FLORENCE EVJEN
   John & Sherry Swearngin

CHARLOTTE FAGEN
   Richard & Ann Kerkove

NANCY FAY
   William & Vicki Toedebusch

ROBIN FISHER
   Danny & Ann Ludlam
   Don & Freida Snook

ZACH FLETCHER
   James & Lana Ferneau

TERESA FOLEY
   John Foley

JEAN GARDNER
   Terry & Linda Spence

HARVEY GOALDER
   Roy & Mary Arnett

IN MEMORY
JACK & JUDY ALLEE
   Pete & Nancy Miller

ELDA ALLEN
   Jim & Lucille Thompson

RACHEL ALLEN
   Dan & Carol Lowry

EVA ANDERSON
   Carla Anderson
   Matt Anderson
   Dan & Karen Applegate

LARRY BARB
   Eric & Kelly Ann Barb
   Brian & Kristy Allen
   Doris Allen
   Rita Baslee
   Jerry & Connie Bay
   Steven Beard
   Joyce Bedford
   Wes & Karen Brockman
   Bullock Ranch
   Mike & Suetta Carter
   Janet Cox
   Ronnie & Shonna Dady
   Wallace & Wanda Decker
   Jon & Susan Dehaven
   Judy Dick
   Randy & Gale Dillon
   Jamie Ann Dove
   Joe & Jeannine Dove
   Matt & Samantha Dove
   Sam & Nancy Dove
   Anthony Dunne
   Ralph & Cheryl Elsea
   John & Laura Ezell
   Gregg & Dawn Fina
   Harold Finke
   Leland & Frances Foster
   Tharran & Barbara Gaines
   Frankie L Garrison
   Roger & Sheila Gatlin
   Green Ridge CTA
   Bill & Carla Hamilton
   Larry & Darla Hamilton
   Andy Harding
   Mac Harding
   Charles & Vicki Hardy
   Gene Henry
   Vall Hill
   Lendell & Rhonda Hilt
   Gwen Hinken
   Andy & Jamie Hoos
   William Howard
   Stanley & Deborah Inman
   Boyd & Susan Jones
   Deverne & Judy King
   Patrick & Michele King
   Johnnie Kreisel
   Mary Jo Lee
   Lily Industrial Chemicals
   Shawn & Maria Martin
   Frances Mattlin
   Gene & Marilyn Morgan
   Dena Morris
   Todd & Molly Needy
   Betty Ollison
   Ken & Bev Ollison

   Janette Pace
   Dustin & Tamara Perry
   Michael & Merle Ragar
   Charlene Rector
   Rolly & LaDonna Rector
   Stephen Rodewald
   Allan & Marla Rohrbach
   David Rohrbach
   Richard & Carolyn Rupe
   Robert & Jennifer Schlender
   Ernest & Kaye Schloman
   Karen & Sierra Smith
   Gerald & Georgeann
     Stevenson
   Dennis & Beverly Stobie
   Wayne & Sara Stoll
   John & Linda Streit
   John Sullivan
   James & Rhonda Ulmer
   Larry & Judy Walden
   Tom & Ginger Walz 
   Carolyn Young
   CW Young II

ANNA BARGFREDE
   Harlan Schroeder & 
   Shirley Guier

SALLY BASHOR
   Orchid Christian Church

ROBERT (BOB) BENSON
   (Birthday)
   Kathy Benson

DUANE BIEVER
   Darla Biever

FREDERIC BOCK
   Charlotte Bock

LILA & JOAN BOYD
   Donald & Sharon Boyd

PEGGY BRANSON
   Community Christian Church

ALICE BROWN
   Ladies Lunch Group
   Neal & Beverly Nichols

FREIDA BROWN
   Rodney Brown

STANLEY BROWN
   Jeffrey & Cheri Nations

DALE BRYAN
   Natalie Halpin

JOEL BYRNE
   Michael & Elizabeth Flecker

BEVERLY CARLSON
   Orchid Christian Church

ALAN CARPENTER
   Roger & Linda Shipley

PEG CHARLTON
   Ken & Erica Charlton

TRACY CHOISSER
   Ted & Laura Pintcke

BRYAN & RUTH LIPPOLD
   Paul & Yvonne Markt

GARY LITTRELL
   Roy & Mary Arnett

DEAN LUTHI
   Earnest & Darleen Webber

JIM & WILMA MCALLISTER
   Kay L Corder

HAROLD MCCAMPBELL
   William J Roberts

BRAYDEN RUSSELL MCGOWEN
   Leeton Christian Church

JIM & VALERIA MEUSCHKE
   Tracy & La Donna Meuschke

DOUG & JOANN MEYER
   Joe & Tracy Meyer

DUSTIN MILLER
   Genia Miller

J O MILLER
   Laverne McCulloch

ROGER & NADINE MOOSMANN
   Robert & Elda Carothers

MARGARET NICHOLS
   David & Deloris Wurdeman

MARIE PERRIGUEY
   Roy & Mary Arnett
   La Monte Christian Church

WES PETERSON
   Cathy & Carolyn Bullard
   Jim & Donna Sebree

PHYLLIS PICKERING
   Ron & Cinda Wood

PAUL ROWOTH
   Karla Alvey
   Anonymous
   Tom & Susan Buckner
   Community Christian Church
     (Fort Scott, Ks)
   Bob & Lepha Crockett
   David & Jeanne Curtis
   Elton Fay
   James & Lana Ferneau
   John Fussner
   Glen & Sharon Godsey
   Daniel Harney
   Roger & Terri Keene
   Bill & Cynthia Lash
   Tom & Karen Lynch
   Gene & Becky McCoy
   Nguyen Family & Cucle
   Bill & Carol Paten
   Tony Perryman
   Scott Pixler
   Marlin & Mary Powell
   Gary & Sherita Rooks
   Jeff & Lynn Rowoth
   Gary & Donna Rushing
   Charles & Sarah Shoaf
   Charles & Helen Stevens

BLAND GORDON
   Virginia Hall

ARCHIE GREEN
   Donna Grimes
   Amber Pawloski

KITA HARRIS
   Kathryn Carter Morris

MARY HAYS
   Richard & Judith Mackie

JANICE HERNDON
   Cathy Bullard

FRANK B HILL
   Natalie Halpin

DON HILLSMAN
   Pleasant Gap Christian
     Church

MARIANNE HUNTER
   Tommy Hunter

BRUCE JESSUP
   Terrie Jessup
   Michael & Carmen Behringer
   Community First Bank
   Todd & Teri Domann
   Mike & Pam Grainger
   Timothy & Cheryl Hummel
   Kimberly McGrath
   Mo Independent Bankers
     Assoc
   Marvin & Doris Null
   Barbara Page
   Patsy Peters
   Allen & Donna Porter
   Brad & Debbie Powell
   Precise Forms, Inc
   Tom Rausch
   Jason & Jana Rosier
   Cliff & Wanda Smith
   Ed Stewart
   Melvin & Donna Stewart
   Kenneth & Teresa Taylor
   Annette White

CHARLIE & LUCILLE 
JOHNSON
   Pete & Nancy Miller

DAVID GEORGE JOHNSON
   Ginger Johnson
   Rita Berry
   Paula Elliott
   Karen Johnson
   Harvey & Donna Jungerman
   Dan & Carol Lowry
   Michael & Vonda Noland
   Brian Thompson

MILDRED KECK
   Bill & Marilyn Steltenpohl

LESTER LANE
   Scott & Ursula Jubell
   Nanette Norman
   Milton & Judy Swainston

AGNES LEIGHTY
   Ronnie & Jeany McGowen



  Gifts received between January 1 - March 31, 2024 

   Jean Teter
   Ed & Diana Turner
   Mary Wilson
   Dave & Ann Wobbe

JOHN O SCHEPERLE
   Marie Scheperle

CLARENCE & CHARLOTTE 
SCHEURICH
   Camden & Charlotte Taylor
   Linden & Cathy Taylor

BEVERLY SCHMILLE
   Kendall & Brenda Ebersold
   Orchid Christian Church

DON SCHOFIELD
   Elton Fay

MARVIN SHAFFER
   Linda Shaffer

BRET SHIPLEY
   Roger & Linda Shipley

RALPH & MARJORY 
SHIPLEY
   Roger & Linda Shipley

PETE & BONNIE SIEGEL
   Ryan Siegel

DANNY SIMPSON
   Orchid Christian Church

JOHNNY SIMPSON
   James & Martha Lumpkin

LORETTA JEAN SNUFFER
   Orchid Christian Church

LAURENCE “BUTCH” 
SPENCER
   Claudia Spencer

JIM SPRAKE
   Judy K Sprake

FLORENCE THURSTON
   Dave & Ann Wobbe

ALLEN & LAVONIA TODD
   Joe & Donna Embleton
   Mary Ann Kjellerson
   Jerry & Chris Marquis
   Wayne & Jan Vinyard

KATHRYN TRESENRITER
   Robert Tresenriter

JAN MASHELLE TRIMBLE
   Earnest & Darleen Webber

JOHN C TUCKWILLER
   Laura Sue Evans

PAUL & ALICE VILLERS
   Jeffrey & Cheri Nations

KENNETH & BILLIE WALKER
   Stan & Chris Davidson

MICHAEL WESTLAKE
   Beverly J Jones

EVELYN WILMOTH
   Jim & Patsy Randall
   Terry & Linda Spence

EARL WINSTON
   Vicki Winston

DANNIE & DORIS WULFF
   Joe & Tracy Meyer

IN HONOR
ROB BARKER FAMILY
   Daniel & Katheryn Rohr

DR TOM DRESSER
(Birthday & Retirement)
   Rusty Antel

CURTIS R FARR
   Mary Ann Sullivan

ELTON FAY (76th Birthday)
   David & Deloris Wurdeman

MIKE HOLADAY
   Barnard Christian Church

VIRGINIA MCALLISTER
(91st Birthday)
   Wayne & Jennifer Unkel

CAROL SPROAT (Birthday)
   Ronnie & Jeany McGowen

MARY ANN SULLIVAN 
(87th Birthday)
   Curtis R Farr

NORA WINDMEYER (Birthday)
   Vicki Longenecker

Under the SeaUnder the Sea
Thanks to our friends at UCM Christian Campus House for 

making the night a magical adventure for our families!

Memorials & Living Honor gifts are made to 
honor the memories of loved ones by giving 

hope and the best chance for success to 
children who desperately need it.

To honor your friend or loved one, contact us at:
24302 Mahin Road - P.O. Box 6 

La Monte, MO  65337 •  660-347-5982
www.ShowMeHelpingKids.com



S h o w - M e
S h o w - M e

 Meet the families

 Tour the homes

 Enjoy lunch

 Fun kids' activities 

all day 

 Live Music

 Horse program

Come see
Come see

Saturday, 

September 7, 2024

10 AM - 3 PM

2024 A N N U A L
2024 A N N U A L

EVERY CHILD DESERVES A HOME AND A FAMILY
Show-Me Christian Youth Home is Compelled by 
Christ to Rescue and Restore Young Lives.  We 
believe that every child deserves a home and a 
family, an opportunity for a better future and an 

excellent eternity. 
O u t - o f - h o m e 

placement services are available to children of 
any age at no cost to the parent or guardian.  We 
are funded solely by contributions from individuals, 
churches and groups that are willing to put their 
faith into action to help children.

FAMILY. FAITH. FUTURE.

Show-Me Christian Youth Home
24302 Mahin Road

P.O. Box 6, La Monte, MO  65337  
660-347-5982 | www.ShowMeHelpingKids.com

“Like” us on Facebook
www.Facebook.com/SMCYH

Administration
Chad Puckett, Executive Director 

Ken Parton, Assistant Director
Rachel Reynolds, 

Children’s Services Director
Bobbie Novak, 

Family Care Manager 

Childcare Staff 
Thomas & Aubrey Chaney

Jeff & Laura Eades 
Ken & Emilee Parton

Tim & Rachel Reynolds
Beth Smalley

Ronnie & Krystal Snider
Brad & Jessica Stilfield

Matt & Emily Tyler


